
BIG MOMENTS TO CELEBRATE
Baby dedication. First day of school. A faith decision. Graduation. These are the events that mark and celebrate a 
significant moment in a person’s story. They are also great opportunities for our Bridge parents to celebrate as a family 
and to partner with us so we can and help them pause, celebrate, and consider their significance. 

But with so many demands on your family—not to mention our church’s—calendar, how can you plan these events to 
most strategically coincide with the natural rhythm of a year? 

To help, we’ve laid out some ‘can’t-miss’ moments that align with the seasons in the Annual Family Strategy Wheel.  Some 
events will need to be repeated at different times or shifted to fit within your particular calendar.

www.thebridge.me

START OF SCHOOL: This is a great time to celebrate as a 
family the start of a new school year.  Consider throwing a 
Back to School party for your child's friends, or a Prayer 
Breakfast, etc.  You could sit down with your child to write 
out a few goals for the upcoming school year. 

PROMOTION DAY: This is the Sunday where we promote 
all of our children and students up to their new grade level 
and/or ministry.  

UPGRADE: These events hosted by the Family Ministry are 
for parents or kids who are transitioning into a new ministry.  
It looks different for new Kindergarten kids than it does for 
new middle school students or high school kids, but all of 
them are so fun as we celebrate this new beginning in the 
life of your child.

FAITH DECISION: This is a great time to celebrate what 
God is doing in the life of your child and in your family.  
Take them to their favorite restaurant or out for ice cream.  
Or you could write them a meaningful note and bake 
cookies or cupcakes for them.

CHILD DEDICATION: This is an event we host at the 
church to help families focus on what matters most.
BAPTISM: This celebration is more like a party at the 
Bridge. We consider it a big deal to come alongside our 
families in their faith journey.
COMING OF AGE: For preteen students, this may center 
around the physical changes that take place (growth in 
height, hormones, acne, menstruation, voice changes, etc.)  
These can be awkward times for kids so why not celebrate 
these changes by affirming them?  For high school 
students, this may be when they get their driver's license.   
Ice Cream or snow cones have a way of making weird times 
and conversations more bearable!
GRADUATION: Don’t miss this opportunity to celebrate 
this new phase of life with your graduating senior. Honor 
their accomplishments and make a big deal about what's 
coming next.
END OF SCHOOL: Families are ready to have fun! This is 
another great time to throw a party, take a vacation, go on 
an adventure or do something really fun and special.
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