


Leading poeple to fall more in love
with Jesus Christ

I don’t believe in leprechauns, unicorns or that a pot of gold exists at the end of a rainbow.  In the 
same way, I don’t believe a person can be bitter, unhappy, and generous at the same time!  Study 
after study concludes that generous, giving people tend to be more fulfilled and happier in life.  
Maybe the Apostle Paul understood some of this when he wrote in 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each of you 
should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.”  It seems the more I practice generosity in my life, the more cheerful I 
become and the more God blesses my life which in turn makes me more cheerful and allows me to 
be more generous!  It’s like God’s “Generosity Catch-22”.  Something cool about this verse is that the 
word in Greek for “cheerful” is the same word that gives us our English word, “hilarious.”  There is just 
something about the way God blesses and uses our generosity that truly is hilarious!  So, as you look 
through our annual report and read the many quotes from those that experienced life-change this 
past year, I pray that it brings a smile to your face.  For those of you that generously gave, I hope you 
can see how your generosity is making an unbelievable difference and it causes you to break out into 
hilarious laughter.  Can you imagine what this next year could look like if all of us got caught up in 
God’s generosity catch-22?  
We could become the most imperfect, hilarious group of generous people that God has ever used to 
impact the world!  Now that would be funny!  Enjoy.

 Scott Rambo
Lead Pastor



Glorifying God in Everything we do

“I’ve seen my life without Jesus, and I've seen it with Him.  There is a big difference. Now, I know 
what I was always missing.  One day after seeing someone get baptized, it just stayed in my heart. 
I knew I was ready to give my life to Jesus Christ and this time KNOW why and what I was doing.”

The Bridge is such a welcoming church. When I walk in or out, I can’t help but have a smile on my 
face. My relationship with God has grown miraculously over the year thanks to my family at home 
and my family at The Bridge.

I’ve had a lot of ups and downs in my life. This past year I have had really bad depression, 
contemplating suicide, losing what I thought was the love of my life. My friends kept asking me 
to come to church, so last week I finally came to The Bridge and I knew this was my time to change 
my life around. This feeling came into my heart and told me this was the chance for a new. . . 
relationship with God.
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I was raised in a mixed faith home - my father is Muslim and my mother is Christian - and as a 
result I became very neutral on the topic of religion. . . God guided me here for many reasons, but 
I think His biggest intention was to bring me home and back to Him. I needed Jesus and to feel 
God’s love in my life; I can’t do it alone. The Bridge has become my spiritual hub and I am grateful 
to have had to opportunity to find this place.



I have done life without friends and 
community, and it is rough. In my small 
group we have friends who love you like 
family when you don’t have a lot of family 
close by! You become FRAMILY! ;)

Life is better together serving god with purpose and passion

“My small group is amazing! I have found that the friendships in my small group are special, and it’s because of one 
awesome, amazing ingredient and that is Christ! I am so glad I joined a small group. I love it !!!”

600 PEOPLE VOLUNTEER ON A REGULAR BASIS

I was always taught that what a child learns from 
birth to age 3 will stick with them forever. So if I 
can put Jesus in their hearts that's an amazing 
accomplishment!

I serve because others did the same for me. They made a lasting 
impact on my foundation in Christ and my sense of worth. They 
grew my faith in God and they made me feel valued.
When I started serving I wanted to make a difference in other lives, but since serving, I have come to realize that it is my 
life that has been changed.

Serving at The Bridge has impacted my life by bringing me closer to Jesus and those 5 year olds change 
my life more each week than I could ever influence them!

Serving means I am 
sacrificing my time 
and energy for others, 
and ultimately I am 
serving Christ by 
serving them.

Small Group Live is more to me than a regular 
Wednesday night bible study. The fellowship 
is strong, the prayer is authentic, and every 
week we are reminded of just how awesome 
He is through our scripture studies and 
discussions.

I serve to help students 
feel valued. I want them 
to know that they are 
worth it for someone 
to show up for them 
consistently.



The Bridge has been vital in our ministry through 
the Friends of North Richmond. Over 300 kids 
heard about Christ through Mission Week alone. 
20 kids accepted Christ for the first time!  When The 
Bridge shows up, we are confident that people and 
communities are being transformed.  Thank you for 
showing up to ‘do good’!
-Brandon Baca, Sr. Director, Attack Poverty

Loving our community by doing good Reaching the world by doing good

DO GOOD - LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS

• 1,275 participated in a local Do 
 Good activity

• 415 people partnered with a 
 local Do Good organization

• 300+ hours volunteered at Pink 
 Elementary 

• $6,000 raised for flood victims

• Every child, teacher, and 
 administrator at Pink 
 Elementary was provided a 
 Christmas stocking (700!)

• Thousands of school supplies 
 and hundreds of lunches were 
 donated 

DO GOOD - GLOBAL HIGHLIGHTS

• 44 partners participated in a 
 global Do Good trip

• 6  countries impacted
 
 - Haiti: Provided hurricane 
  relief & a water well to our 
  partner community

 - Guatemala: Provided 
  a water well & hygiene 
  training to remote village

 - Romania: Shared Christ’s 
  love with a Roma 
  community through a 
  summer kids camp.

 - Jordan: Ministered 
  to refugees in a Syrian 
  refugee camp. 

 - Sri Lanka: Taught  
  conversational English & 
  shared the gospel 

 - England: Provided 
  pastoral training to our 
  partner church

“Two hours. That is how long it takes to 
fly from Houston to Guatemala, and how 
long it takes to flip your perspective of 
the world. I remember one sermon where 
we were told we should happily accept a 
broken heart as it is in that moment when 
God works in our hearts and souls. We 
left Guatemala heartbroken and changed 
over what we had experienced.”
-Living Water Trip Participant

“In Romania, we had a big 
carnival day. A girl named 
Luminita tagged along by my 
side all afternoon, so sweet and 
loving. We happened to have a 
face painter there and she got 
my name painted across her 
arm. It was such a sweet and 
loving gesture, one I will never 
forget. It showed me how a 
little bit of love can go farther 
than you’ll ever know.” 
-Romania Trip Participant

On behalf of Pink Elementary, thank you for being a 
generous sponsor for our children and staff here at our 
school. The smiles on the children faces have gotten 
bigger as the year went by. Not only children, but the 
love and blessings that the groups provided for the staff 
was very encouraging.”  
-Mr. Martin, Kindergarten Teacher, Pink 
Elementary

“Serving at Pink 
Elementary 
always surprises 
me. In the midst 
playing and 
doing homework,  
we get to talk 
about family, 
school, what 
he wants to do 
when he grows 
up. Through that 
relationship I get 
to see who this 
kid really is and 
I get to see what 
God does with his 
life!” 
-Bridge 
Volunteer



Honoring God With All He has Given Us




